What are the benefits of
becoming a member of
the Bishop’s Society?

~ Personal recognition by the Bishop. You will
also be recognized annually under the Bishop’s
Society diocesan roll.

~ Including your congregation automatically
makes you a member of Bishop’s Society.

~ Invitation to a Bishop’s Society event each
year.

~ As we commence this program, those who
enlist as a member of the Bishop’s Society
during its initial recruitment phase will forever
be considered chartered members of the
Bishop’s Society.

~ Most importantly, you will have the
satisfaction of knowing that your intentions
will help to ensure the future of congregations
and the ministries of the Diocese of San Diego.

BISHOP'S
SOCIETY

The Bishop’s Society honors individuals and
couples who have generously named the church
or diocese as a beneficiary:

~ In their estate plans, such as a will, living trust,
life insurance policy, retirement account, or

~ In a planned gift such as a charitable remainder
unitrust, charitable gift annuity, pooled income
fund, life estate, donor advised fund or charitable
lead trust.

Since most if these generous gifts will be realized
by the church or diocese after the lifetime of the
donor, the Bishop’s Society was created to thank
donors for their intentions during their lifetime.

Membership in the Bishop’s Society is based
solely on the desire to leave a gift to benefit the
church through estate planning and planned
giving. No minimum amount is required and
no formal documentation is required to become
a member of Bishop’s Society. However, if you
would like to provide this documentation, please
be assured that it will be kept in a confidential
file.
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HOW DO I NAME THE CHURCH
AS A BENEFICIARY TO
MY WILL OR ESTATE PLAN?

If you would like to include your church or the
Episcopal Diocese of San Diego in your estate
plans through a will or trust, we recommend
you work with an attorney. You can establish a
new will or trust, or make an amendment to an
existing document. The following statement is
helpful in directing a future gift to the church:

Bequest of cash:

"I bequeath the sum of $ to the
Episcopal Diocese of San Diego, Federal Tax
ID number , a California

non-profit corporation located at 2728 Sixth
Avenue, San Diego, CA 92103 for the benefit of
[CHURCH NAME].”

Bequest of a percent of the estate:

"I devise and bequeath ____ % of the remainder
and residue of property owned at my death,
whether real or personal and wherever located,
to the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego Federal
Tax ID number , a

California non-profit corporation located at
2728 Sixth Avenue, San Diego, CA 92103.”

The Episcopal Diocese can also be named as a
full or partial beneficiary to your life insurance
policy or retirement account. If you would like
to name the Episcopal Church as a beneficiary
of your retirement account, please call for more
information.

WHAT IF [ WANT TO SUPPORT
A SPECIFIC AREA OF MINISTRY
IN THE DIOCESE?

Both current and future estate gifts may be
restricted to a specific program or area interest.

Some of these programs include:
~ Endowment

~ Education

~ Mission Development

If you are restricting you gift we recommend
contacting our office to determine if the church
will be able to fulfill your request.

The Episcopal Diocese of San Diego is an official not-
for-profit organization under Internal Revenue Code
section 501C (3).

Anonymous gifts are possible, too.

___ T'would like to be included in the Heritage
Society but would prefer to be listed as
anonymous.

(Although many of our donors are modest about us
recognizing current and future gifts, please understand
that allowing us to include your name helps our efforts
by encouraging others to follow by your example.)

Let us recognize you!

__ I have included the Episcopal Church
in my estate plans. Please recognize me as a
Charter member of the Bishop’s Society.

Name(s)

Address

City /State/ Zip

Phone

Email

__ I worked with a professional advisor to
create my estate plans.

Name(s)

Phone

Name as you wish to listed as a member of
Bishop’s Society (please print):

Return to:

Canon Howard F. Smith
Director of Development
Episcopal Diocese of San Diego
2728 Sixth Avenue

San Diego, CA 92103

(619) 481-5451



